
Laundromat vs. Wash at Home 
Name __________________Per_ 

 
Is it cheaper to do your laundry at home or out at the Laundromat?  If it costs $1.25 to wash and $.75 to dry 
at the Laundromat that’s $2.00 per load.  San Diego Gas and Electric says that it costs $.45 to wash and $.30 
to dry at home.  That’s $.75 per load.  But to do the wash at home you need to buy a washer and a dryer.  
Lets say we look in the paper and find both a washer and drier used for $600.  That is a lot of quarters,  We 
can use the line equation  y = m x + b  to solve this.  Use b as the purchase price of the machines.  For the 
Laundromat b  will be zero because you don’t have to buy the machine.  The m  will be the cost per load.  
The x axis is the number  of loads,  the y axis is the cost in dollars.   
 
Laundromat   m = $2.00  b = $0 purchase cost                    Home   m= $.75     b = $600 purchase cost 
 
y = m x + b                                                                            y = m x + b          
 
Draw a line for each way of doing laundry and see where the lines cross.  Where they cross is where the cost 
is the same for both ways of doing laundry.   The slope is the cost per load.   How many years will it take for 
a family that does 20 loads a month, 12 months a year,  to break even?   Show work. 
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